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Harassment is understood as behavior that makes someone feel unpleasant or threatened
through verbal or physical conduct that no one would want or welcome. It offends and embarrasses
a person physically or emotionally. Worse yet, once it starts, the behavior tends to persist, and it is
hard to stop it.

There are many kinds of harassment. One particular type of harassment has recently drawn
national attention in Japan. It is harassment in sports. We have seen world-class athletes come
out and accuse their coaches of harassment on national media. We presume that athletes and their
coaches spend so much time working together to produce excellent results. Therefore, the great
achievements of athletes and the harassment charges against their coaches are so foreign to each
other, but harassment in sport is a sad fact. Some athletes are even forced to speak up in public.
Recently, we saw an underage college American football player decide to appear at a national press
conference. One dangerous tackle he performed in a game was recorded on the video, spread on
YouTube, and viewed and criticized by a vast number of people all over the country. He had to

explain in detail how the harassment by his coaches led to the incredibly dangerous tackle.

Critics say it is impossible to from society partly because it’s deeply
rooted in human nature and partly because it’s often very difficult to prove. It doesn’t mean,
however, that nothing can be done about it. The #Me Too Movement in the United States gives us
a hint. Twitter played a crucial role in it. The still small voices of many women suffering from
sexual harassment were united through the SNS and eventually became a movement. The
movement gained so much momentum and power that it actually helped drive some harassing

politicians out of office.

7k press conference FiE A #Me Too Movement #(/~» ¥ = 4 )3 — « | v —jilil,
KIETHRMEE & 232 7 AT REEZ &R LI Z L 038 L 720 | Twitter (VA v # —) L1 9 SNS
ZLTEA - EFES)  momentum {§B) 7R & DB

B 1 ROFID S B, AUHEPNTND HOWFOZ, HPNTORVBDIZExE S S
W,

(1) If you are offended by someone’s unwanted words or actions, it is considered harassment.

(2) Power harassment and sexual harassment are two major types of harassment in Japan.

(3) Itis difficult for us to think world-class athletes are harassed by their coaches.

(4) Harassment is said to be caused by something that is part of our human nature.

(5) If those suffering from harassment speak up through an SNS, it may help cause more

harassment.

fi2 WOZHODHEMD S HELLN—DERU, FEETHEZ RS, L, HBERARK
Blie & 72 1= DB 2 OHYLE R L, 30 3L LTS Z &,
(1) What specifically would you do if you experience any kind of harassment at school?

(2) Do you agree or disagree with what the athletes did about harassment by their coaches?
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ROFLEHFAT, BOMIEZRS N,
TOTTORI — A superhero clad in a green suit stood before an audience of about 200 children and
their parents, calling on them for help.

“Please lend me your powers.”

The hero then launched an attack on the villain, shouting: “Take that! ‘Tottori love beam!™™

The hero and villain eventually patched things up and ended on an encouraging note, telling the
audience, “Work hard at saving the environment and making Earth a better place to live.”

The scene occurred at a municipal nursery school in the town of Yazu, Tottori Prefecture, in
mid-June. Under the name Eco Sentai Sunabazu, the green-suited hero visits kindergartens and
nursery schools and battles a villainous CO; character to save the Earth, educating children along the
‘way about ways to prevent global warming.

The superhero is actually Tori Komoto, 21, a senior in the environmental studies department of

Tottori University of Envi | Studies who

energy. Komoto “transforms”
into Sunabazu and calls on children to live an eco-friendly lifestyle.

The villain was played by Yasuhiro Miyazaki, 25, a member of nonprofit organization
Environmental Community Organization for the Future of Tottori.

Komoto and Miyazaki hope the show becomes an opportunity for children and their parents “to
think together about eco-friendly lifestyles.”

The Tottori prefectural government requested that the NPO act as the Tottori Center for Climate
Change Actions (TCCCA), the prefectural base for promoting global warming countermeasures. The
government commissions the NPO with organizing performances as part of its environmental
projects. Komoto frequents the TCCCA's office at his university.

In autumn 2016, Komoto proposed creating a superhero who can motivate children to think
about environmental issues.

He bought a costume and wrote a script he thought would appeal to children, then formed a
group with Miyazaki and four to five like-minded classmates. The group began appearing at events
and visiting facilities in January 2017.

Unlike typical good-versus-evil stories, Komoto’s script does not leave the CO, character
completely vanquished in the end.

“The true villains are humans who increase CO, emissions, and I want the audience to realize
that,” Komoto said.

“There are many things you can do now to help save money on electricity,” Komoto said. “I
want to get the word out that efforts to prevent global warming lead to improving people’s quality of
life.”

e clad HIZFE L o7, Af7 villain T, ik, villainous A D
countermeasure X/JGH  vanquish  (#iE) AT, LoD

Adapted from Nobuyuki Nakata (Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writer) ‘Student takes heroic stand against
global warming,” The Japan News, August 3, 2018
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(1) What is the name of the superhero in a green suit?
(2) When did the hero perform in Yazu, Tottori?

(3) Who was in the audience for the performance?

(4) What does the villain character represent?

(5) Who played the superhero?

(6) Who played the villain?

(7) What is the purpose of the TCCCA’s performances?

(8) How is TCCCA’s anti-global warming show different from a typical good-versus-evil story?

WOWLEHAT, BOMICEZRS W,

There are many rules in our life, and there are probably very few of us who feel like having so
many rules around us. We wouldn’t want anything to deprive us of the freedom to do what we
want, such as school rules about clothing, accessories, and hair color and length. That doesn’t
mean we want no rules. In fact, most of us prefer to have rules in place as long as we gain
something we value by giving up some of our freedom.

Consider the traffic rule. It requires that both cars and pedestrians stop at red lights and go at
green lights.  You mustn’t walk or run a red light however badly you want to. If the rule is strictly
followed, no pedestrian would be hurt or killed at intersections, and no driver would end up having
to pay a large amount of compensation for hurting or killing pedestrians or other drivers. The
traffic rule thus limits the freedom of both drivers and pedestrians while securing the safety of both.
In this way, the benefits we gain from having and following rules seem to encourage most of us to
affirm, favor, and follow rules, but not all of us.

In 1969, the American sociologist Travis Hirschi proposed what he called a social bond.  The
social bond is one between individual and society consisting of four major elements: attachment,
commitment, involvement and belief. Belief is acceptance of the moral significance of the rules in
society. According to Hirschi, the stronger the belief was, the less likely individuals would be to
break rules and commit crimes. If there are so many violent crimes in our community that
following rules seems only to cause loss of lives, our social bond is weakened. ~As a result, we are

less likely to accept, value and follow rules.

¥ Travis Hirschi R 77 ¢ 2+ /~—2— (1935-2017) bond #f
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(1) Very few of us hate to have rules because they take away freedom from us.

(2) Most of us are willing to have our freedom limited by rules if we get something valuable

instead.

(

=}

It is acceptable for you to walk across a street when the traffic light is red if you don’t walk in a

bad manner.

(4) Hirschi’s studies included the bond between individual and society and its relationship with
individuals’ attitude toward rules.

(5) If following rules seems to you to be useless and cause nothing good, you would be more likely

to break rules.

2 WOZHOOEMD D b EL LN —D&BO, FIHETHEX RSV, 2720, BEPLARE
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(1) What kind of rules would you like to add in society in order to make your life better?

(2) According to Hirschi’s definition, which do you think your social bond is, strong or weak?




