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Nathan was ( ) from school for three days last week, but he could catch up with classes
because of his friends’ help.

(D absent @ familiar @ plain @ safe

Meg Taylor is Leo’s favorite ( ). She has been in a lot of movies and TV dramas.
@ actor © editor @ owner @ master

Hitoshi hurt his knee while playing volleyball yesterday. It hurts to ( ) his knee, so it’s hard
for him to use the stairs.

@ bend @ cure @ join @ seek

We waited for hours, but Jimmy didn’t ( ).

@ put out @ show up @ take in @ turn around
“How’s your new job at the café?”” “In ( ) of money, it’s not that good, but my co-workers are
all nice.”

@D charge @ line @ series @ terms
“Cathy always dresses very well.” “She’s ( ) fashion.” “No wonder.”

@D at @ by @ into @ on
After the long meeting, all of the participants went out to eat. It was a good chance for them to talk
( ) and get to know each other.

@ casually @ narrowly (@ probably @ sadly
( ) do you like your new phone?

@O How @ What @ Which @ Who

( ) I go to festivals, I always take a lot of photographs.
(D Nevertheless @ Sometimes @ Whatever @ Whenever

(10) “Do you play any musical ( )?” “Yes. I play the violin.”

D developments @ elements @ instruments (@ movements

(11) There are many ( ) to living in the countryside. For one thing, it is close to the nature.

(D advantages (@ discoveries (3 permissions (@) suggestions



(12) Sam’s book is ( ) interviews with survivors of the accident.
@D based on @ except for @ instead of @ passed by

(13) Although I studied Korean for two years, I’'m still not used ( ) with Korean people.

@ speak @ speaking @ tobespoken @ to speaking
(14) Due to the thunderstorm, we couldn’t leave as scheduled. We had to wait ( ) two hours at the
airport.
@D another @ any @ more @ other
(15) Anna likes movies, but she’s so busy that she only goes to the movie theater every now and ( ).
@ after @ later @ often @ then
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MayI[ if / itfits / thiscoat / tosee / tryon ]?
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Jerrywent|[ as / hetidied / out / soonas / up ] hisroom.
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[ are / interested / many / of / theneighbors ] in this type of cooling system.

(4) WA NEWFED L5 [T D D DT,
Ryoko[ be / hates / like / to / treated ]a small child.
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Peter [ his / income / made / of / thebest ]tosave money.
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(1) A: Why is Ayaka in such a good mood this morning?

B: ( )
A: That’s great.

(a) She got a perfect score on her English quiz.
(b) Nice to meet you.
(c) She hasn’t slept enough these days.



(2) A: How many of your classmates will attend the next class?

B: ( )

A: I wonder if other students skip classes.

(a) Six months.
(b) Twelve in all.
(c) As much as you want.

(3) A: Who is in charge of the Student Council?
B: ( )

A: He seems responsible.

(a) Yes, Jeff is a member of the Student Council.
(b) The British Council will charge you.
(c) Taro Yamada in Mr. Jordan’s class.

(4) A: Do you know how often the bus to Sapporo Factory runs?

B: ( )
A: Thank you very much.

(a) That is too far.
(b) Every hour on the half-hour.
(c) I know the Sapporo Factory.

(5) A: What middle school were you in before?

B: ( )
A: That’s a little far from here.

(a) A middle school in Otaru.
(b) I had to do my homework then.
(c) I didn’t want to go to school.

(6) A: What took you so long to get here?
B: ( )

A: You should come at least 5 minutes early next time.

(a) I got this long measure.
(b) My cousin took me there a long time ago.
(c) I was totally stuck in a meeting.
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I’ve been a father in Japan for far longer than I was one in England, and I don’t think I’d want to do it
back there again. My son and daughter are in elementary school now, and fatherhood in Japan has been
great so far — a learning curve, an eye-opener and a lot of fun.

One of the benefits that struck me early on was the ability to gain a Japanese-language boost simply
from doing the dad thing. I’ve acquired vocabulary I might never have picked up otherwise, such as the
names of illnesses and medicines, terminology for school and education, and words my kids use for
moods and feelings.

Not that I have mastered the language in any way, and I’ll freely admit to having used my children as
interpreters when delivery people have come to the door or if I haven’t understood their doctor’s
diagnosis. But hey, that’s to their benefit, right?

The safety here is a great thing, too. I’d bet many fathers from other countries would agree. I have had
to explain to my children on several occasions that they might find me to be a bit more overprotective
than other parents, though, and I put that down to having grown up in the U.K. I wouldn’t dream of
letting my children do what children here do if they were growing up in the places I did.

But by far one of the best and most amusing things about being a foreign-born father in Japan is the
attention and comments you attract from your children’s friends and schoolmates.

Anyone non-Japanese has probably had the old “Wow, you’re great with your chopsticks,” or “Oooh,
aren’t you tall” kind of attention that can quickly change from being amusing to annoying — especially
when you’ve been happily using chopsticks for years and someone congratulates you on picking up a
piece of sushi.

No, the attention from children comes from a much purer, more inquisitive and genuine place. There’s
rarely a sense of cruelty with younger children, and as a result sometimes they offer the best comments

— especially when they’re confronted with someone who looks different to everyone else around them.
These comments tend to fall into a couple of categories: the curious and the oddball.

An example of the curious: Not long ago, two children within two days called me out for not looking
Japanese. The first was a young girl who was at the park with her mother as I walked past with my own
children. The girl, who must have been only 3 or so, suddenly and very audibly shouted out “Gaikokujin!”
(“A foreigner!”). Cue one rather embarrassed-looking mother and me sniggering while my children
didn’t even bat an eyelid.
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{48 : Jordan Allen, ““You’re a spy, then?” The odd interactions of a non-Japanese father in Japan,” The
Japan Times, June 24, 2024
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(1) How does the author think of his experience as a father in Japan?

(2) What kind of Japanese has the author picked up while rearing children?

(3) Does the author think he has completely mastered the Japanese language?
(4) Which country does the author think is safer—Japan or England?

(5) What kind of comments do non-Japanese often attract while living in Japan?

(6) How many categories does the author think that comments from children fall into?
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(1) Are you interested in living abroad? Why or why not?

(2) Similar to the passage, what would be the most suitable for you if you can acquire vocabulary by
experiencing or doing something?



